become overwhelming.
Joash of Israel was succeeded by an able ruler, Jeroboam II., who even conquered Moab. To his reign belongs the furious attack against that country to be found in Isaiah xv. and xvi., but which was really written and doubtless declaimed by Jonah, the son of Amitta'i, the same person with whose name was connected, ages later, the strange composition known as the Book of Jonah, of which I shall speak farther on. The material prosperity which Israel enjoyed under Jeroboam II. made many people rich. In those ancient times, thousands of persons relatively intelligent believed what thousands of fools do now, that the rich were always becoming richer and the poor poorer, that wealth was in fact the cause of poverty. These bad economists found a voice about 800 years B.C. in Amos of Tekoa, the first socialist; and all the more furious a socialist in that he had no belief in a future state. Chapter xvii. of the fourth book of the His to ire du Peuple d* Israel contains a most interesting study of this work and that of Joel, which was, 825 B.C., the two kingdoms went to war. Israel defeated Judah and took Jerusalem ; but on
